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St. JOSEPH’S COLLEGE FOR WOMEN (AUTONOMOUS) VISAKHAPATNAM

K&j TWO-DAY NATIONAL SEMINAR ON

smeam <2 Investment & Inclusive Growth in AP: Pathways to Sustainable Development
DAY | —2"? February 2026- Inaugural Session
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‘Quality & Excellence are hallmarks of SICW.’
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. Investment & Inclusive Growth in AP: Pathways to Sustainable Development
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RATIONALE

A very good morning to the honourable President, Dr. Sr. Shyji P D, Principal, St. Joseph's
College for Women (Autonomous), Visakhapatnam; the distinguished Chief Guest, Smt.
Roshni Aparanji Korati, [AS, Deputy Chairperson, Visakhapatnam Port Authority; the
esteemed Guest of Honour, Prof. M. Prasada Rao, Former Head, Department of Economics
and Former Rector, Andhra University, Visakhapatnam; the respected Guest of Honour, Dr.
K. Suneetha, Associate Professor and Former Head, Department of Applied Psychology,
GITAM School of Humanities and Social Science, GITAM University, Visakhapatnam,;
respected Heads of the Departments, faculty members from SJCW and other institutions,
participants from colleges and universities, and dear students of SJCW. Good morning to one
and all. The Department of Economics, St. Joseph's College for Women (Autonomous),
Visakhapatnam, extends a very warm welcome to all the dignitaries, participants, and students
gathered for this Two-Day National Seminar on Investment and Inclusive Growth in AP:
Pathways to Sustainable Development. Andhra Pradesh stands at a critical juncture in its
economic journey. As a newly reorganized state endowed with rich natural resources, a
strategic coastline, and a young and dynamic population, the state holds tremendous potential
for accelerated and broad-based economic growth. However, translating this potential into
tangible and equitable development requires a thorough understanding of investment patterns,
policy frameworks, and inclusive strategies that ensure no section of society is left behind.
Investment, both domestic and foreign, plays a pivotal role in driving industrial expansion,
infrastructure development, employment generation, and technological advancement. Yet,
investment alone is insufficient if its benefits are not distributed equitably across all regions
and communities. Inclusive growth therefore becomes an indispensable companion to
investment- one that bridges the gap between economic progress and social equity, ensuring
that marginalized communities, rural populations, women, and other vulnerable groups
actively participate in and benefit from the state's development trajectory. Sustainable
development adds yet another critical dimension to this discourse. Growth that depletes natural
resources, strains ecological systems, or creates long-term socio-economic imbalances is
neither desirable nor viable. It is imperative that the pathways to development in Andhra
Pradesh are designed with sustainability at their core -carefully balancing economic ambitions
with environmental responsibility and social justice. This seminar brings together economists,
policymakers, academicians, researchers, and students to engage in meaningful dialogue on
these deeply interconnected themes. Through keynote addresses, expert deliberations, and
research paper presentations, participants are provided with the opportunity to explore current
trends in investment, examine inclusive growth models, critically analyze existing policies,
and propose forward-looking strategies suited to the unique socio-economic context of Andhra
Pradesh. Platforms such as this are essential for nurturing informed and research-oriented
thinking among students and early-career scholars, equipping them with the intellectual tools
necessary to contribute meaningfully to the economic and social development of the state and
the nation at large. The seminar is envisioned as a space for collaborative learning, academic
exchange, and the generation of policy-relevant insights that can inform the future growth
story of Andhra Pradesh.



DAY -1
INAUGURAL SESSION:

President - Dr. Sr. Shyji P D, Principal, SICW (A)

Chief Guest- Smt. Roshni Aparanji Korati, IAS, Deputy Chairperson, Visakhapatnam Port Authority
Guest of Honour - Prof. M. Prasada Rao, Former Head, Department of Economics & Former Rector,
Andhra University, Visakhapatnam

Guest of Honour- Dr. K. Suneetha, Associate Professor & Former Head, Department of Applied
Psychology, GITAM School of Humanities & Social Science, GITAM University, Visakhapatnam
Convener- Dr. P. Ramani Latha, In-charge Head, Department of Economics, SJICW (A)

REGISTRATION DESK
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LECTURE: The Chief Guest, Smt. Roshni Aparanji Korati, IAS, Deputy Chairperson,
Visakhapatnam Port Authority, delivered the Inaugural Address. She spoke on the current
investment landscape of Andhra Pradesh, highlighting the key policy initiatives and
infrastructure developments undertaken by the state to attract both domestic and foreign
investment. She further stressed the significance of sustainable development as a guiding
principle for all future economic planning in the state.

st Josepn

LECTURE: The Guest of Honour, Prof. M. Prasada Rao, Former Head, Department of
Economics and Former Rector, Andhra University, Visakhapatnam, delivered the Keynote
Address. He spoke on the theoretical foundations of investment and inclusive growth,
drawing from decades of academic research and teaching experience in the field of
Economics. He elaborated on the historical trajectory of economic development in Andhra
Pradesh, highlighting the structural challenges and opportunities that have shaped the state.



LECTURE: The Guest of Honour, Dr. K. Suneetha, Associate Professor and Former Head,
Department of Applied Psychology, GITAM School of Humanities and Social Science,
GITAM University, Visakhapatnam, addressed the gathering with a unique interdisciplinary
perspective. She spoke on the psychological dimensions of inclusive growth, emphasizing
that sustainable development is not merely an economic phenomenon but is deeply rooted in
the mental well-being, motivation, and social consciousness of individuals and communities.
She highlighted how behavioural and psychological factors influence investment decisions,

entrepreneurial mindset, and community participation in development processes.
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The Vote of Thanks for Day 1 was proposed by Dr. S. Suneetha Kumari, who expressed
heartfelt gratitude to the President, Dr. Sr. Shyji P. D., and the Chief Guest, Roshni Aparanji
Korati, IAS for their inspiring presence and guidance. She sincerely thanked the Guests of
Honour, Prof. M. Prasada Rao and Dr. K. Suneetha, for their valuable and enlightening
addresses. She also appreciated all faculty members, organizers, and participants for
contributing to the success of the inaugural day.



DAY-2
VALEDICTORY SESSION:

e President - Dr. Sr. Shyji P D, Principal, SJICW (A)

e Chief Guest - Prof. B. Lily Grace Eunice, Head, Department of Economics & Honorary
Director, Agro-Economics Research Centre, Andhra University, Visakhapatnam

¢ Guest of Honour- Prof. K. Parameswara Rao, Department of Economics, Andhra
University, Visakhapatnam

e Guest of Honour- Prof. B. Nalini, Head, Department of Applied Psychology, GITAM
School of Humanities & Social Science, GITAM University, Visakhapatnam

e Convener- Dr. P. Ramani Latha, Incharge Head, Department of Economics, SICW (A)

tor Women « \)

LECTURE: Prof. B. Lily Grace Eunice, Head, Department of Economics and Honorary
Director of the Agro-Economics Research Centre, Andhra University, Visakhapatnam,
delivered the Valedictory Address as the Chief Guest of the concluding session. She
commended the Department of Economics, SJCW, for organizing a seminar of such
academic relevance and national significance, and appreciated the enthusiasm and active
participation of the students and researchers throughout the two days.. She concluded by
encouraging students to pursue research in the field of economics with dedication and a
sense of social responsibility, reminding them that true development is measured by the
well-being of the last person in society. The valedictory address was received with great
appreciation and left the participants deeply motivated and inspired as they concluded two
days of enriching academic engagement.
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LECTURE: Prof. K. Parameswara Rao, Department of Economics, Andhra University,
Visakhapatnam, addressed the gathering as the Distinguished Guest during the Valedictory
Session. He spoke extensively on the macroeconomic dimensions of investment and its role
in shaping the growth trajectory of Andhra Pradesh. He highlighted the significance of
public investment in infrastructure, agriculture, and human capital development as essential
drivers of inclusive and sustainable growth. He further elaborated on the need for sound
economic policies that attract private investment while ensuring equitable distribution of

resources across all regions of the state.
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LECTURE: Prof. B. Nalini, Head, Department of Applied Psychology, GITAM School of
Humanities and Social Science, GITAM University, Visakhapatnam, delivered an engaging
and thought-provoking address during the Valedictory Session. She approached the theme of
inclusive growth from a psychological and human-centered perspective, emphasizing the
importance of mental well-being and social inclusion in the development process. She
highlighted how psychological empowerment of marginalized communities, women, and
youth is a prerequisite for achieving truly inclusive and sustainable development.
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STUDENT PRESENTERS: The Two-Day National Seminar also provided a valuable
platform for student participants from various colleges and universities to present their
research papers and seminar presentations on themes aligned with Investment, Inclusive
Growth, and Sustainable Development in Andhra Pradesh. Students showcased
commendable research acumen and analytical thinking, presenting well-structured papers
that reflected their understanding of contemporary economic challenges and policy
frameworks. The presentations covered a wide range of sub-themes including regional
investment patterns, women's economic, sustainable development goals, demonstrating the
breadth and depth of student engagement with the seminar's core theme.
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CERTIFICATE DISTRIBUTION

The Certificate Distribution ceremony was held as part of the Valedictory Session, marking a
proud and memorable moment for all the participants of the Two-Day National Seminar on
"Investment & Inclusive Growth in AP: Pathways to Sustainable Development." The
certificates were distributed by the Chief Guest, Prof. B. Lily Grace Eunice, and the Guests of
Honour, Prof. K. Parameswara Rao and Prof. B. Nalini, in the gracious presence of the
President, Dr. Sr. Shyji P D, Principal, SICW (A). Each participant was recognized for their
active engagement, research contributions, and enthusiastic participation throughout the two
days of the seminar.
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During the Valedictory Session on Day 2, Dr. P. Ramani Latha proposed the Vote of Thanks,
conveying her heartfelt appreciation to the President, Dr. Sr. Shyji P. D., for her unwavering
support; to the Chief Guest, = B. Lily Grace Eunice, Head, Department of Economics and
Honorary Director, Agro-Economics Research Centre, Andhra University, for her inspiring
valedictory address encouraging socially responsible research in economics; to the
Distinguished Guests, Prof. K. Parameswara Rao for his valuable insights into the
macroeconomic dimensions of investment and public policy, and Prof. B. Nalini for
emphasizing psychological empowerment and inclusive development as cornerstones of
sustainable growth. She expressed special appreciation to all student presenters for their
commendable research work and analytical presentations, and thanked the organizing
committee, faculty coordinators, volunteers, and participants whose dedication ensured the
grand success of the seminar. She concluded by noting that the two days of deliberations had
not only deepened academic understanding of investment and inclusive growth in Andhra
Pradesh but also strengthened the spirit of research, collaboration, and commitment toward
sustainable and equitable development, thereby bringing the seminar to a meaningful and
inspiring close.
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